
40 C.F.R. § 790.22
Procedures for developing consent agreements.

(a) Preliminary EPA evaluation of proposed consent agreement. Where EPA believes that testing of a chemical
substance or mixture may be needed, and wishes to explore whether a consent agreement may satisfy the
identified testing needs, EPA will invite manufacturers and/or processors of the affected chemical
substance or mixture to submit a proposed consent agreement to EPA. EPA will evaluate the proposal(s)
and may request additional clarifications of or revisions to the proposal(s).

(b) Negotiation procedures for consent agreements. If, after evaluating the proposed consent agreement(s), EPA
believes it is likely that proceeding with negotiation of a consent agreement would be an efficient means of
developing the data, EPA will use the following procedures to conduct such negotiations:

(1) In the Federal Register, EPA will give notice of the availability of the proposal(s) that is the basis for
negotiation, invite persons interested in participating in or monitoring negotiations to contact the Agency in
writing, set a deadline for interested parties to contact the Agency in writing, and set a date for the negotiation
meeting(s).

(2) The Agency will meet with interested parties at the negotiation meeting(s) for the purpose of attempting to
negotiate a consent agreement. Only the submitter(s) of the proposal(s) that is the basis for negotiation and
those persons who submit written requests to participate in or monitor negotiations by the deadline
established under paragraph (b)(1) of this section will be deemed “interested parties” for purposes of this
section.
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