
40 C.F.R. § 761.289
Compositing samples.

Compositing is a method of combining several samples of a specific type of bulk PCB remediation waste or porous
surface from nearby locations for a single chemical analysis. There are two procedures for compositing bulk PCB
remediation waste samples. These procedures are based on the method for selecting sampling site locations in §
761.283(b) and (c). The single chemical analysis of a composite sample results in an averaging of the
concentrations of its component samples. The area of inference of a composite is determined by the area of
inference of each of its component samples as described in § 761.283(d). Compositing is not mandatory.
However, if compositing is used, it must be performed in accordance with the following procedures.

(a) Compositing in the field or in a laboratory. Compositing may occur either in the field or in a laboratory.
Prepare composite samples using equal volumes of each constituent or component sample. Composited
samples must be from the same type of bulk PCB remediation waste or porous surface (see the example at
§ 761.283(a)(2)). Mix composite samples thoroughly. From each well-mixed composite sample, take a
portion of sufficient weight for the chemical analyst to measure the concentration of PCBs and still have
sufficient analytical detection sensitivity to reproducibly measure PCBs at the levels designated in §
761.61(a)(4).
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