
40 C.F.R. § 745.85
Work practice standards.

(a) Standards for renovation activities. Renovations must be performed by certified firms using certified
renovators as directed in § 745.89. The responsibilities of certified firms are set forth in § 745.89(d) and
the responsibilities of certified renovators are set forth in § 745.90(b).

(1) Occupant protection. Firms must post signs clearly defining the work area and warning occupants and other
persons not involved in renovation activities to remain outside of the work area. To the extent practicable,
these signs must be in the primary language of the occupants. These signs must be posted before beginning the
renovation and must remain in place and readable until the renovation and the post-renovation cleaning
verification have been completed. If warning signs have been posted in accordance with 24 CFR 35.1345(b)(2)
or 29 CFR 1926.62(m), additional signs are not required by this section.

(2) Containing the work area. Before beginning the renovation, the firm must isolate the work area so that no
dust or debris leaves the work area while the renovation is being performed. In addition, the firm must
maintain the integrity of the containment by ensuring that any plastic or other impermeable materials are not
torn or displaced, and taking any other steps necessary to ensure that no dust or debris leaves the work area
while the renovation is being performed. The firm must also ensure that containment is installed in such a
manner that it does not interfere with occupant and worker egress in an emergency.

(i) Interior renovations. The firm must:

(A) Remove all objects from the work area, including furniture, rugs, and window coverings, or cover them with
plastic sheeting or other impermeable material with all seams and edges taped or otherwise sealed.

(B) Close and cover all ducts opening in the work area with taped-down plastic sheeting or other impermeable
material.

(C) Close windows and doors in the work area. Doors must be covered with plastic sheeting or other impermeable
material. Doors used as an entrance to the work area must be covered with plastic sheeting or other impermeable
material in a manner that allows workers to pass through while confining dust and debris to the work area.

(D) Cover the floor surface, including installed carpet, with taped-down plastic sheeting or other impermeable
material in the work area 6 feet beyond the perimeter of surfaces undergoing renovation or a sufficient distance
to contain the dust, whichever is greater. Floor containment measures may stop at the edge of the vertical barrier
when using a vertical containment system consisting of impermeable barriers that extend from the floor to the
ceiling and are tightly sealed at joints with the floor, ceiling and walls.
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