
40 C.F.R. § 440.132
General definitions.

(a) “Active mining area” is a place where work or other activity related to the extraction, removal, or recovery
of metal ore is being conducted, except, with respect to surface mines, any area of land on or in which
grading has been completed to return the earth to desired contour and reclamation work has begun.

(b) “Annual precipitation” and “annual evaporation” are the mean annual precipitation and mean annual
lake evaporation, respectively, as established by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Environmental Science
Services Administration, Environmental Data Services, or equivalent regional rainfall and evaporation
data.
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