
40 C.F.R. § 412.4
Best management practices (BMPs) for land application of manure,
litter, and process wastewater.

(a) Applicability. This section applies to any CAFO subject to subpart C of this part (Dairy and Beef Cattle other
than Veal Calves) or subpart D of this part (Swine, Poultry, and Veal Calves).

(b) Specialized definitions. (1) Setback means a specified distance from surface waters or potential conduits to
surface waters where manure, litter, and process wastewater may not be land applied. Examples of
conduits to surface waters include but are not limited to: Open tile line intake structures, sinkholes, and
agricultural well heads.

(2) Vegetated buffer means a narrow, permanent strip of dense perennial vegetation established parallel to the
contours of and perpendicular to the dominant slope of the field for the purposes of slowing water runoff,
enhancing water infiltration, and minimizing the risk of any potential nutrients or pollutants from leaving the
field and reaching surface waters.

(3) Multi-year phosphorus application means phosphorus applied to a field in excess of the crop needs for that
year. In multi-year phosphorus applications, no additional manure, litter, or process wastewater is applied to
the same land in subsequent years until the applied phosphorus has been removed from the field via harvest
and crop removal.
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