
40 C.F.R. § 403.5
National pretreatment standards: Prohibited discharges.

(a)

(1) General prohibitions. A User may not introduce into a POTW any pollutant(s) which cause Pass Through or
Interference. These general prohibitions and the specific prohibitions in paragraph (b) of this section apply to
each User introducing pollutants into a POTW whether or not the User is subject to other National Pretreatment
Standards or any national, State, or local Pretreatment Requirements.

(2) Affirmative Defenses. A User shall have an affirmative defense in any action brought against it alleging a
violation of the general prohibitions established in paragraph (a)(1) of this section and the specific prohibitions
in paragraphs (b)(3), (b)(4), (b)(5), (b)(6), and (b)(7) of this section where the User can demonstrate that:

(i) It did not know or have reason to know that its Discharge, alone or in conjunction with a discharge or
discharges from other sources, would cause Pass Through or Interference; and

(ii)

(A) A local limit designed to prevent Pass Through and/or Interference, as the case may be, was developed in
accordance with paragraph (c) of this section for each pollutant in the User's Discharge that caused Pass Through
or Interference, and the User was in compliance with each such local limit directly prior to and during the Pass
Through or Interference; or
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