
40 C.F.R. § 401.12
Law authorizing establishment of effluent limitations guidelines for
existing sources, standards of performance for new sources and
pretreatment standards of new and existing sources.

(a) Section 301(a) of the Act provides that “except as in compliance with this section and sections 302, 306,
307, 318, 402 and 404 of this Act, the discharge of any pollutant by any person shall be unlawful.”

(b) Section 301(b) of the Act requires the achievement by not later than July 1, 1977, of effluent limitations for
point sources, other than publicly owned treatment works, which require the application of the best
practicable control technology currently available as determined by the Administrator pursuant to section
304(b)(1) of the Act. Section 301(b) also requires the achievement by not later than July 1, 1983, of effluent
limitations for point sources, other than publicly owned treatment works, which require the application of
the best available technology economically achievable which will result in reasonable further progress
toward the national goal of eliminating the discharge of all pollutants, as determined in accordance with
regulations issued by the Administrator pursuant to section 304(b)(2) of the Act.
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