
40 C.F.R. § 231.4
Public comments and hearings.

(a) The Regional Administrator shall provide a comment period of not less than 30 or more than 60 days
following the date of public notice of the proposed determination. During this period any interested
persons may submit written comments on the proposed determination. Comments should be directed to
whether the proposed determination should become the final determination and corrective action that
could be taken to reduce the adverse impact of the discharge. All such comments shall be considered by the
Regional Administrator or his designee in preparing his recommended determination in § 231.5.

(b) Where the Regional Administrator finds a significant degree of public interest in a proposed determination
or that it would be otherwise in the public interest to hold a hearing, or if an affected landowner or permit
applicant or holder requests a hearing, he or his designee shall hold a public hearing. Public notice of that
hearing shall be given as specified in § 231.3(c). No hearing may be held prior to 21 days after the date of the
public notice. The hearing may be scheduled either by the Regional Administrator at his own initiative, or
in response to a request received during the comment period provided for in paragraph (a) of this section.
If no public hearing is held the Regional Administrator shall notify any persons who requested a hearing of
the reasons for that decision. Where practicable, hearings shall be conducted in the vicinity of the affected
site.
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