
40 C.F.R. § 230.60
General evaluation of dredged or fill material.

The purpose of these evaluation procedures and the chemical and biological testing sequence outlined in § 230.61
is to provide information to reach the determinations required by § 230.11. Where the results of prior evaluations,
chemical and biological tests, scientific research, and experience can provide information helpful in making a
determination, these should be used. Such prior results may make new testing unnecessary. The information
used shall be documented. Where the same information applies to more than one determination, it may be
documented once and referenced in later determinations.

(a) If the evaluation under paragraph (b) indicates the dredged or fill material is not a carrier of contaminants,
then the required determinations pertaining to the presence and effects of contaminants can be made
without testing. Dredged or fill material is most likely to be free from chemical, biological, or other
pollutants where it is composed primarily of sand, gravel, or other naturally occurring inert material.
Dredged material so composed is generally found in areas of high current or wave energy such as streams
with large bed loads or coastal areas with shifting bars and channels. However, when such material is
discolored or contains other indications that contaminants may be present, further inquiry should be
made.
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