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Adaptability.

(a) The manner in which these Guidelines are used depends on the physical, biological, and chemical nature of
the proposed extraction site, the material to be discharged, and the candidate disposal site, including any
other important components of the ecosystem being evaluated. Documentation to demonstrate knowledge
about the extraction site, materials to be extracted, and the candidate disposal site is an essential
component of guideline application. These Guidelines allow evaluation and documentation for a variety of
activities, ranging from those with large, complex impacts on the aquatic environment to those for which
the impact is likely to be innocuous. It is unlikely that the Guidelines will apply in their entirety to any one
activity, no matter how complex. It is anticipated that substantial numbers of permit applications will be
for minor, routine activities that have little, if any, potential for significant degradation of the aquatic
environment. It generally is not intended or expected that extensive testing, evaluation or analysis will be
needed to make findings of compliance in such routine cases. Where the conditions for General permits are
met, and where numerous applications for similar activities are likely, the use of General permits will
eliminate repetitive evaluation and documentation for individual discharges.
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