
40 C.F.R. § 230.45
Riffle and pool complexes.

(a) Steep gradient sections of streams are sometimes characterized by riffle and pool complexes. Such stream
sections are recognizable by their hydraulic characteristics. The rapid movement of water over a coarse
substrate in riffles results in a rough flow, a turbulent surface, and high dissolved oxygen levels in the
water. Pools are deeper areas associated with riffles. Pools are characterized by a slower stream velocity, a
steaming flow, a smooth surface, and a finer substrate. Riffle and pool complexes are particularly valuable
habitat for fish and wildlife.
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