
40 C.F.R. § 230.41
Wetlands.

(a)

(1) Wetlands consist of areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.

(2) Where wetlands are adjacent to open water, they generally constitute the transition to upland. The margin
between wetland and open water can best be established by specialists familiar with the local environment,
particularly where emergent vegetation merges with submerged vegetation over a broad area in such places as
the lateral margins of open water, headwaters, rainwater catch basins, and groundwater seeps. The landward
margin of wetlands also can best be identified by specialists familiar with the local environment when
vegetation from the two regions merges over a broad area.
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