
40 C.F.R. § 230.21
Suspended particulates/turbidity.

(a) Suspended particulates in the aquatic ecosystem consist of fine-grained mineral particles, usually smaller
than silt, and organic particles. Suspended particulates may enter water bodies as a result of land runoff,
flooding, vegetative and planktonic breakdown, resuspension of bottom sediments, and man's activities
including dredging and filling. Particulates may remain suspended in the water column for variable
periods of time as a result of such factors as agitation of the water mass, particulate specific gravity,
particle shape, and physical and chemical properties of particle surfaces.
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