
40 C.F.R. § 201.26
Procedures for the measurement on receiving property of retarder
and car coupling noise.

(a) Retarders—(1) Microphone. The microphone must be located on the receiving property and positioned at a
height between 1.2 and 1.5 meters (4 to 5 feet) above the ground. The microphone must be positioned with
respect to the equipment in accordance with the manufacturers' recommendations for Type 1 or 2
performance as appropriate. No person may stand between the microphone and the equipment being
measured or be otherwise positioned relative to the microphone at variance with the manufacturers'
recommendations for Type 1 or 2 performance as appropriate.

(2) Data. The maximum A-weighted sound levels (FAST) for every retarder sound observed during the
measurement period must be read from the indicator and recorded. At least 30 consecutive retarder sounds
must be measured. The measurement period must be at least 60 minutes and not more than 240 minutes.
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