
40 C.F.R. § 201.23
Test site, weather conditions and background noise criteria for
measurement at a 30 meter (100 feet) distance of the noise from
locomotive and rail car operations and locomotive load cell test
stands.

(a) The standard test site shall be such that the locomotive or train radiates sound into a free field over the
ground plane. This condition may be considered fulfilled if the test site consists of an open space free of
large, sound reflecting objects, such as barriers, hills, signboards, parked vehicles, locomotives or rail cars
on adjacent tracks, bridges or buildings within the boundaries described by Figure 1, as well as conforms to
the other requirements of this § 201.23.

(b) Within the complete test site, the top of at least one rail upon which the locomotive or train is located shall
be visible (line of sight) from a position 1.2 meters (4 feet) above the ground at the microphone location,
except as provided in paragraph (c) of this section.
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