
40 C.F.R. § 197.36
Are there limits on what DOE must consider in the performance
assessments?

(a) Yes, there are limits on what DOE must consider in the performance assessments.

(1) The DOE's performance assessments conducted to show compliance with §§ 197.20(a)(1), 197.25(b)(1), and
197.30 shall not include consideration of very unlikely features, events, or processes, i.e., those that are
estimated to have less than one chance in 100,000,000 per year of occurring. Features, events, and processes
with a higher chance of occurring shall be considered for use in performance assessments conducted to show
compliance with §§ 197.20(a)(1), 197.25(b)(1), and 197.30, except as stipulated in paragraph (b) of this section.
In addition, unless otherwise specified in these standards or NRC regulations, DOE's performance assessments
need not evaluate the impacts resulting from features, events, and processes or sequences of events and
processes with a higher chance of occurring if the results of the performance assessments would not be
changed significantly in the initial 10,000-year period after disposal.
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