
40 C.F.R. § 197.12
What definitions apply in subpart B?

All definitions in subpart A of this part and the following:

Accessible environment means any point outside of the controlled area, including:

(1) The atmosphere (including the atmosphere above the surface area of the controlled area);

(2) Land surfaces;

(3) Surface waters;

(4) Oceans; and

(5) The lithosphere.

Aquifer means a water-bearing underground geological formation, group of formations, or part of a formation
(excluding perched water bodies) that can yield a significant amount of ground water to a well or spring.

Barrier means any material, structure, or feature that, for a period to be determined by NRC, prevents or
substantially reduces the rate of movement of water or radionuclides from the Yucca Mountain repository to the
accessible environment, or prevents the release or substantially reduces the release rate of radionuclides from
the waste. For example, a barrier may be a geologic feature, an engineered structure, a canister, a waste form
with physical and chemical characteristics that significantly decrease the mobility of radionuclides, or a material
placed over and around the waste, provided that the material substantially delays movement of water or
radionuclides.
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