
40 C.F.R. § 179.24
Ex parte discussions; separation of functions.

(a) Any person may meet or correspond with any officer or employee of the Agency concerning a matter under
parts 178 or 180 of this chapter prior to publication of a Notice of Hearing under § 179.20.

(b) Upon publication of a Notice of Hearing, the following separation of function rules apply:

(1) OCSPP, as a party to the hearing, is responsible for presentation of its position at the hearing and in any
pleading or oral argument before the Administrator. The Pesticides and Toxic Substances Division of the Office
of General Counsel shall advise and represent OCSPP with respect to the hearing and in any pleading or oral
argument before the Administrator. An employee or other representatives of OCSPP may not participate in or
advise the Administrator or any of his representatives on any decision under this part, other than as witness or
counsel in public proceedings, except as provided by paragraph (b)(2) of this section. There is to be no other
communication between representatives of OCSPP and the presiding officer or any representative of the Office
of the Administrator concerning the merits of the hearing until after issuance of the decision of the
Administrator.
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