
40 C.F.R. § 170.240
Personal protective equipment.

(a) Requirement. Any person who performs tasks as a pesticide handler shall use the clothing and personal
protective equipment specified on the labeling for use of the product.

(b) Definition. (1) Personal protective equipment (PPE) means devices and apparel that are worn to protect the
body from contact with pesticides or pesticide residues, including, but not limited to, coveralls, chemical-
resistant suits, chemical-resistant gloves, chemical-resistant footwear, respiratory protection devices,
chemical-resistant aprons, chemical-resistant headgear, and protective eyewear.

(2) Long-sleeved shirts, short-sleeved shirts, long pants, short pants, shoes, socks, and other items of work
clothing are not considered personal protective equipment for the purposes of this section and are not subject
to the requirements of this section, although pesticide labeling may require that such work clothing be worn
during some activities.

(c) Provision. When personal protective equipment is specified by the labeling of any pesticide for any handling
activity, the handler employer shall provide the appropriate personal protective equipment in clean and
operating condition to the handler.

(1) When “chemical-resistant” personal protective equipment is specified by the product labeling, it shall be
made of material that allows no measurable movement of the pesticide being used through the material during
use.

(2) When “waterproof” personal protective equipment is specified by the product labeling, it shall be made of
material that allows no measurable movement of water or aqueous solutions through the material during use.

(3) When a “chemical-resistant suit” is specified by the product labeling, it shall be a loose-fitting, one- or
two-piece chemical-resistant garment that covers, at a minimum, the entire body except head, hands, and
feet.

(4) When “coveralls” are specified by the product labeling, they shall be a loose-fitting, one- or two-piece
garment, such as a cotton or cotton and polyester coverall, that covers, at a minimum, the entire body except
head, hands, and feet. The pesticide product labeling may specify that the coveralls be worn over another layer
of clothing.

(5)

(i) Gloves shall be of the type specified on the pesticide product labeling. Gloves made of leather, cotton, or other
absorbent materials may not be worn while mixing, loading, applying, or otherwise handling pesticides, unless
gloves made of these materials are listed as acceptable for such use on the product labeling.

(ii) Separable glove liners may be worn beneath chemical-resistant gloves, unless the pesticide product labeling
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specifically prohibits their use. Separable glove liners are defined as separate glove-like hand coverings, made of
lightweight material, with or without fingers. Work gloves made from lightweight cotton or poly-type material
are considered to be glove liners if worn beneath chemical-resistant gloves. Separable glove liners may not
extend outside the chemical-resistant gloves under which they are worn. Chemical-resistant gloves with non-
separable absorbent lining materials are prohibited.
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