
40 C.F.R. § 156.212
Personal protective equipment statements.

(a) Requirement. Each product shall bear the personal protective equipment statements prescribed in
paragraphs (d) through (j) of this section.

(b) Exceptions. (1) If personal protective equipment were required for a product before the effective date of this
subpart, the existing requirements shall be retained on the labeling wherever they are more specific or
more protective (as specified in EPA guidance materials) than the requirements in the table in paragraph
(e) of this section.

(2) Any existing labeling statement that prohibits the use of gloves or boots overrides the corresponding
requirement in paragraph (e) of this section and must be retained on the labeling.

(3) If the product labeling contains uses that are not covered by part 170 of this chapter, the registrant may
adopt the personal protective equipment required in this section for those uses. However, if the personal
protective equipment required in this section would not be sufficiently protective or would be onerously
overprotective for uses not covered by part 170 of this chapter, the registrant must continue to apply the
existing personal protective equipment requirements to those uses. The labeling must indicate which personal
protective equipment requirements apply to uses covered by part 170 of this chapter and which personal
protective equipment requirements apply to other uses.

(c) Location of personal protective equipment statements—(1) Personal protective equipment statements for
pesticide handlers. Personal protective equipment statements for pesticide handlers shall be in the
HAZARDS TO HUMANS (AND DOMESTIC ANIMALS) section of the labeling. The required statements may
be combined to avoid redundancy as long as the requirements and conditions under which they apply are
identified.

(2) Personal protective equipment statements for early-entry workers. Personal protective equipment
statements for early-entry workers shall be placed in the DIRECTIONS FOR USE section of the labeling under
the heading AGRICULTURAL USE REQUIREMENTS and immediately after the restricted-entry statement
required in § 156.208(a).

(d) Personal protective equipment statements for pesticide handlers. (1) The table in paragraph (e) of this section
specifies minimum requirements for personal protective equipment (as defined in § 170.240 of this
chapter) and work clothing for pesticide handlers. This personal protective equipment requirement applies
to any product that presents a hazard through any route of exposure identified in the table (acute dermal
toxicity, skin irritation potential, acute inhalation toxicity, and eye irritation potential).

(2) The requirement for personal protective equipment is based on the acute toxicity category of the end-use
product for each route of exposure as defined by § 156.62. If data to determine the acute dermal toxicity or the
acute inhalation toxicity are not obtainable, the acute oral toxicity shall be used as a surrogate to determine the
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personal protective equipment requirements for that route of exposure. If data to determine the acute toxicity
of the product by a specific route of exposure (including acute oral toxicity in lieu of acute dermal or acute
inhalation toxicity) are not obtainable, the toxicity category corresponding to the signal word of the end-use
product shall be used to determine personal protective equipment requirements for that route of exposure. If
the signal word is “CAUTION,” toxicity category III will be used.
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