
40 C.F.R. § 1515.12
Fees in general.

CEQ shall charge fees that recoup the full allowable direct costs it incurs in responding to FOIA requests. CEQ may
assess charges for time spent searching for records even if CEQ fails to locate the records or if the records are
located and determined to be exempt from disclosure. In general, CEQ shall apply the following fee schedule,
subject to §§ 1515.13 through 1515.15:

(a) Manual searches. Time devoted to manual searches shall be charged on the basis of the salary of the
employee(s) conducting the search (basic hourly rate(s) of pay for the employee(s), plus 16 percent).

(b) Electronic searches. Fees shall reflect the direct cost of conducting the search. This will include the cost of
operating the central processing unit for that portion of operating time that is directly attributable to
searching for and printing records responsive to the FOIA request and operator/programmer salary
attributable to the search.
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