
40 C.F.R. § 1507.3
Agency NEPA procedures.

(a) The Council has determined that the categorical exclusions contained in agency NEPA procedures as of
September 14, 2020, are consistent with this subchapter.

(b) No more than 36 months after September 14, 2020, or 9 months after the establishment of an agency,
whichever comes later, each agency shall develop or revise, as necessary, proposed procedures to
implement the regulations in this subchapter. When the agency is a department, it may be efficient for
major subunits (with the consent of the department) to adopt their own procedures.

(1) Each agency shall consult with the Council while developing or revising its proposed procedures and before
publishing them in the Federal Register for comment. Agencies with similar programs should consult with
each other and the Council to coordinate their procedures, especially for programs requesting similar
information from applicants.

(2) Agencies shall provide an opportunity for public review and review by the Council for conformity with the
Act and the regulations in this subchapter before adopting their final procedures. The Council shall complete
its review within 30 days of the receipt of the proposed final procedures. Once in effect, the agency shall
publish its NEPA procedures and ensure that they are readily available to the public.

(c) Agencies shall adopt, as necessary, agency NEPA procedures to improve agency efficiency and ensure that
agencies make decisions in accordance with the Act's procedural requirements. Such procedures shall
include:

(1) Designating the major decision points for the agency's principal programs likely to have a significant effect
on the human environment and assuring that the NEPA process begins at the earliest reasonable time,
consistent with § 1501.2 of this chapter, and aligns with the corresponding decision points.
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