
40 C.F.R. § 1502.9
Draft, final, and supplemental statements.

(a) Generally. Except for proposals for legislation as provided in § 1506.8 of this chapter, agencies shall
prepare environmental impact statements in two stages and, where necessary, supplement them, as
provided in paragraph (d)(1) of this section.

(b) Draft environmental impact statements. Agencies shall prepare draft environmental impact statements in
accordance with the scope decided upon in the scoping process (§ 1501.9 of this chapter). The lead agency
shall work with the cooperating agencies and shall obtain comments as required in part 1503 of this
chapter. To the fullest extent practicable, the draft statement must meet the requirements established for
final statements in section 102(2)(C) of NEPA as interpreted in the regulations in this subchapter. If a draft
statement is so inadequate as to preclude meaningful analysis, the agency shall prepare and publish a
supplemental draft of the appropriate portion. At appropriate points in the draft statement, the agency
shall discuss all major points of view on the environmental impacts of the alternatives including the
proposed action.
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