
40 C.F.R. § 1502.5
Timing.

An agency should commence preparation of an environmental impact statement as close as practicable to the
time the agency is developing or receives a proposal so that preparation can be completed in time for the final
statement to be included in any recommendation or report on the proposal. The statement shall be prepared early
enough so that it can serve as an important practical contribution to the decision-making process and will not be
used to rationalize or justify decisions already made (§§ 1501.2 of this chapter and 1502.2). For instance:
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