
40 C.F.R. § 1502.23
Methodology and scientific accuracy.

Agencies shall ensure the professional integrity, including scientific integrity, of the discussions and analyses in
environmental documents. Agencies shall make use of reliable existing data and resources. Agencies may make
use of any reliable data sources, such as remotely gathered information or statistical models. They shall identify
any methodologies used and shall make explicit reference to the scientific and other sources relied upon for
conclusions in the statement. Agencies may place discussion of methodology in an appendix. Agencies are not
required to undertake new scientific and technical research to inform their analyses. Nothing in this section is
intended to prohibit agencies from compliance with the requirements of other statutes pertaining to scientific
and technical research.
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