
40 C.F.R. § 1502.1
Purpose of environmental impact statement.

The primary purpose of an environmental impact statement prepared pursuant to section 102(2)(C) of NEPA is to
ensure agencies consider the environmental impacts of their actions in decision making. It shall provide full and
fair discussion of significant environmental impacts and shall inform decision makers and the public of
reasonable alternatives that would avoid or minimize adverse impacts or enhance the quality of the human
environment. Agencies shall focus on significant environmental issues and alternatives and shall reduce
paperwork and the accumulation of extraneous background data. Statements shall be concise, clear, and to the
point, and shall be supported by evidence that the agency has made the necessary environmental analyses. An
environmental impact statement is a document that informs Federal agency decision making and the public.
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