
40 C.F.R. § 1500.1
Purpose and policy.

(a) The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a procedural statute intended to ensure Federal agencies
consider the environmental impacts of their actions in the decision-making process. Section 101 of NEPA
establishes the national environmental policy of the Federal Government to use all practicable means and
measures to foster and promote the general welfare, create and maintain conditions under which man and
nature can exist in productive harmony, and fulfill the social, economic, and other requirements of present
and future generations of Americans. Section 102(2) of NEPA establishes the procedural requirements to
carry out the policy stated in section 101 of NEPA. In particular, it requires Federal agencies to provide a
detailed statement on proposals for major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the human
environment. The purpose and function of NEPA is satisfied if Federal agencies have considered relevant
environmental information, and the public has been informed regarding the decision-making process.
NEPA does not mandate particular results or substantive outcomes. NEPA's purpose is not to generate
paperwork or litigation, but to provide for informed decision making and foster excellent action.
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