
40 C.F.R. § 146.81
Applicability.

(a) This subpart establishes criteria and standards for underground injection control programs to regulate
any Class VI carbon dioxide geologic sequestration injection wells.

(b) This subpart applies to any wells used to inject carbon dioxide specifically for the purpose of geologic
sequestration, i.e., the long-term containment of a gaseous, liquid, or supercritical carbon dioxide stream
in subsurface geologic formations.

(c) This subpart also applies to owners or operators of permit- or rule-authorized Class I, Class II, or Class V
experimental carbon dioxide injection projects who seek to apply for a Class VI geologic sequestration
permit for their well or wells. Owners or operators seeking to convert existing Class I, Class II, or Class V
experimental wells to Class VI geologic sequestration wells must demonstrate to the Director that the wells
were engineered and constructed to meet the requirements at § 146.86(a) and ensure protection of USDWs,
in lieu of requirements at §§ 146.86(b) and 146.87(a). By December 10, 2011, owners or operators of either
Class I wells previously permitted for the purpose of geologic sequestration or Class V experimental
technology wells no longer being used for experimental purposes that will continue injection of carbon
dioxide for the purpose of GS must apply for a Class VI permit. A converted well must still meet all other
requirements under part 146.
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