
40 C.F.R. § 144.7
Identification of underground sources of drinking water and
exempted aquifers.

(a) The Director may identify (by narrative description, illustrations, maps, or other means) and shall protect
as underground sources of drinking water, all aquifers and parts of aquifers which meet the definition of
“underground source of drinking water” in § 144.3, except to the extent there is an applicable aquifer
exemption under paragraph (b) of this section or an expansion to the areal extent of an existing Class II
enhanced oil recovery or enhanced gas recovery aquifer exemption for the exclusive purpose of Class VI
injection for geologic sequestration under paragraph (d) of this section. Other than EPA approved aquifer
exemption expansions that meet the criteria set forth in § 146.4(d) of this chapter, new aquifer exemptions
shall not be issued for Class VI injection wells. Even if an aquifer has not been specifically identified by the
Director, it is an underground source of drinking water if it meets the definition in § 144.3.

(b)

(1) The Director may identify (by narrative description, illustrations, maps, or other means) and describe in
geographic and/or geometric terms (such as vertical and lateral limits and gradient) which are clear and
definite, all aquifers or parts thereof which the Director proposes to designate as exempted aquifers using the
criteria in § 146.4 of this chapter.
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