
40 C.F.R. § 144.21
Existing Class I, II (except enhanced recovery and hydrocarbon
storage) and III wells.

(a) An existing Class I, II (except enhanced recovery and hydrocarbon storage) and III injection well is
authorized by rule if the owner or operator injects into the existing well within one year after the date at
which a UIC program authorized under the SDWA becomes effective for the first time or inventories the
well pursuant to the requirements of § 144.26. An owner or operator of a well which is authorized by rule
pursuant to this section shall rework, operate, maintain, convert, plug, abandon or inject into the well in
compliance with applicable regulations.

(b) Duration of well authorization by rule. Well authorization under this section expires upon the effective date
of a permit issued pursuant to §§ 144.25, 144.31, 144.33 or 144.34; after plugging and abandonment in
accordance with an approved plugging and abandonment plan pursuant to §§ 144.28(c) and 146.10, and
upon submission of a plugging and abandonment report pursuant to § 144.28(k); or upon conversion in
compliance with § 144.28(j).
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