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40 C.F.R. §144.

Purpose and scope of part 144.

(a) Contents of part 144. The regulations in this part set forth requirements for the Underground Injection
Control (UIC) program promulgated under Part C of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) (Pub. L. 93-523,
as amended; 42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.) and, to the extent that they deal with hazardous waste, the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (Pub. L. 94-580 as amended; 42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.).

(b) Applicability. (1) The regulations in this part establish minimum requirements for UIC programs. To the
extent set forth in part 145, each State must meet these requirements in order to obtain primary
enforcement authority for the UIC program in that State.

(2) In addition to serving as minimum requirements for UIC programs, the regulations in this part constitute a
part of the UIC program for States listed in part 147 to be administered directly by EPA.

(c) The information requirements located in the following sections have been cleared by the Office of
Management and Budget: Sections 144.11, 144.28(c)(d)(i), 144.31, 14.33, 144.51(j)(m) (n), 144.52(Q), 144.54,
144.55, 144,15, 144.23, 14426, 14427, 144.28(i)(K), 144.51(0), 146.52. The OMB clearance number is 2040-
0042.

(d) Authority. (1) Section 1421 of SDWA requires the Administrator to promulgate regulations establishing
minimum requirements for effective UIC programs.

(2) Section 1422 of SDWA requires the Administrator to list in the Federal Register “each State for which in his
judgment a State underground injection control program may be necessary to assure that underground
injection will not endanger drinking water sources” and to establish by regulation a program for EPA
administration of UIC programs in the absence of an approved State program in a listed State.

(3) Section 1423 of SDWA provides procedures for EPA enforcement of UIC requirements.

(4) Section 1431 authorizes the Administrator to take action to protect the health of persons when a
contaminant which is present in or may enter a public water system or underground source of drinking water
may present an imminent and substantial endangerment to the health of persons.

(5) Section 1445 of SDWA authorizes the promulgation of regulations for such recordkeeping, reporting, and
monitoring requirements “as the Administrator may reasonably require * * * to assist him in establishing
regulations under this title,” and a “right of entry and inspection to determine compliance with this title,
including for this purpose, inspection, at reasonable time, or records, files, papers, processes, controls, and
facilities * * *.”
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