
40 C.F.R. § 141.88
Monitoring requirements for lead and copper in source water.

(a) Sample location, collection methods, and number of samples.  (1) A water system that fails to meet the lead or
copper action level on the basis of tap samples collected in accordance with § 141.86 shall collect lead and
copper source water samples in accordance with the following requirements regarding sample location,
number of samples, and collection methods:

(i) Groundwater systems shall take a minimum of one sample at every entry point to the distribution system
after any application of treatment or in the distribution system at a point which is representative of each source
after treatment (hereafter called a sampling point). The system shall take one sample at the same sampling
point unless conditions make another sampling point more representative of each source or treatment plant.

(ii) Surface water systems shall take a minimum of one sample at every entry point to the distribution system
after any application of treatment or in the distribution system at a point which is representative of each source
after treatment (hereafter called a sampling point). The system shall take each sample at the same sampling
point unless conditions make another sampling point more representative of each source or treatment plant.

Note to paragraph (a)(1)(ii):

For the purposes of this paragraph, surface water systems include systems with a combination of surface and
ground sources.

(iii) If a system draws water from more than one source and the sources are combined before distribution, the
system must sample at an entry point to the distribution system during periods of normal operating conditions
(i.e., when water is representative of all sources being used).

(iv) The State may reduce the total number of samples which must be analyzed by allowing the use of
compositing. Compositing of samples must be done by certified laboratory personnel. Composite samples from
a maximum of five samples are allowed, provided that if the lead concentration in the composite sample is
greater than or equal to 0.001 mg/L or the copper concentration is greater than or equal to 0.160 mg/L, then
either:
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