
40 C.F.R. § 141.87
Monitoring requirements for water quality parameters.

All large water systems, and all small- and medium-size water systems that exceed the lead or copper action
level, and all small- and medium-size water systems with corrosion control treatment that exceed the lead
trigger level must monitor water quality parameters in addition to lead and copper in accordance with this
section.

(a) General requirements—(1) Sample collection methods. (i) Tap samples must be representative of water
quality throughout the distribution system, taking into account the number of persons served, the
different sources of water, the different treatment methods employed by the system, and seasonal
variability. Tap sampling under this section is not required to be conducted at taps targeted for lead and
copper sampling under § 141.86(a). Sites selected for tap samples under this section must be included in
the site sample plan specified under § 141.86(a)(1). The site sample plan must be updated prior to changes
to the sampling locations. [Note: Systems may find it convenient to conduct tap sampling for water quality
parameters at sites used for total coliform sampling under § 141.21(a)(1) if they also meet the requirements
of this section.]

(ii) Samples collected at the entry point(s) to the distribution system must be from locations representative of
each source after treatment. If a system draws water from more than one source and the sources are combined
before distribution, the system must sample at an entry point to the distribution system during periods of
normal operating conditions (i.e., when water is representative of all sources being used).

(2) Number of samples. (i) Systems must collect two tap samples for applicable water quality parameters during
each monitoring period specified under paragraphs (b) through (e) of this section from the minimum number of
sites listed in table 1 to this paragraph (a)(2)(i). Systems that add sites as a result of the “find-and-fix”
requirements in § 141.82(j) must collect tap samples for applicable water quality parameters during each
monitoring period under paragraphs (b) through (e) of this section and must sample from that adjusted
minimum number of sites. Systems are not required to add sites if they are monitoring at least twice the
minimum number of sites list in table 1 to this paragraph (a)(2)(i).

Table 1 to paragraph (a)(2)(i)

System size (number people served) Minimum number of sites for water quality parameters

>100,000 25

10,001-100,000 10

3,301-10,000 3

501-3,300 2
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101-500 1

≤ 100 1

(ii)

(A) Except as provided in paragraph (c)(2) of this section, water systems without corrosion control treatment
must collect two samples for each applicable water quality parameter at each entry point to the distribution
system during each monitoring period specified in paragraph (b) of this section. During each monitoring
period specified in paragraphs (c) through (e) of this section, water systems must collect one sample for each
applicable water quality parameter at each entry point to the distribution system.
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