
40 C.F.R. § 141.859
Coliform treatment technique triggers and assessment
requirements for protection against potential fecal contamination.

(a) Treatment technique triggers. Systems must conduct assessments in accordance with paragraph (b) of this
section after exceeding treatment technique triggers in paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section.

(1) Level 1 treatment technique triggers.

(i) For systems taking 40 or more samples per month, the system exceeds 5.0% total coliform-positive samples
for the month.

(ii) For systems taking fewer than 40 samples per month, the system has two or more total coliform-positive
samples in the same month.

(iii) The system fails to take every required repeat sample after any single total coliform-positive sample.

(2) Level 2 treatment technique triggers.

(i) An E. coli MCL violation, as specified in § 141.860(a).

(ii) A second Level 1 trigger as defined in paragraph (a)(1) of this section, within a rolling 12-month period,
unless the State has determined a likely reason that the samples that caused the first Level 1 treatment technique
trigger were total coliform-positive and has established that the system has corrected the problem.

(iii) For systems with approved annual monitoring, a Level 1 trigger in two consecutive years.

(b) Requirements for assessments. (1) Systems must ensure that Level 1 and 2 assessments are conducted in
order to identify the possible presence of sanitary defects and defects in distribution system coliform
monitoring practices. Level 2 assessments must be conducted by parties approved by the State.
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