
40 C.F.R. § 141.853
General monitoring requirements for all public water systems.

(a) Sample siting plans. (1) Systems must develop a written sample siting plan that identifies sampling sites
and a sample collection schedule that are representative of water throughout the distribution system not
later than March 31, 2016. These plans are subject to State review and revision. Systems must collect total
coliform samples according to the written sample siting plan. Monitoring required by §§ 141.854 through
141.858 may take place at a customer's premise, dedicated sampling station, or other designated
compliance sampling location. Routine and repeat sample sites and any sampling points necessary to meet
the requirements of subpart S must be reflected in the sampling plan.

(2) Systems must collect samples at regular time intervals throughout the month, except that systems that use
only ground water and serve 4,900 or fewer people may collect all required samples on a single day if they are
taken from different sites.

(3) Systems must take at least the minimum number of required samples even if the system has had an E. coli
MCL violation or has exceeded the coliform treatment technique triggers in § 141.859(a).

(4) A system may conduct more compliance monitoring than is required by this subpart to investigate potential
problems in the distribution system and use monitoring as a tool to assist in uncovering problems. A system
may take more than the minimum number of required routine samples and must include the results in
calculating whether the coliform treatment technique trigger in § 141.859(a)(1)(i) and (ii) has been exceeded
only if the samples are taken in accordance with the existing sample siting plan and are representative of water
throughout the distribution system.

(5) Systems must identify repeat monitoring locations in the sample siting plan. Unless the provisions of
paragraphs (a)(5)(i) or (a)(5)(ii) of this section are met, the system must collect at least one repeat sample
from the sampling tap where the original total coliform-positive sample was taken, and at least one repeat
sample at a tap within five service connections upstream and at least one repeat sample at a tap within five
service connections downstream of the original sampling site. If a total coliform-positive sample is at the end
of the distribution system, or one service connection away from the end of the distribution system, the system
must still take all required repeat samples. However, the State may allow an alternative sampling location in
lieu of the requirement to collect at least one repeat sample upstream or downstream of the original sampling
site. Except as provided for in paragraph (a)(5)(ii) of this section, systems required to conduct triggered source
water monitoring under § 141.402(a) must take ground water source sample(s) in addition to repeat samples
required under this subpart.
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