
40 C.F.R. § 141.71
Criteria for avoiding filtration.

A public water system that uses a surface water source must meet all of the conditions of paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, and is subject to paragraph (c) of this section, beginning December 30, 1991, unless the State has
determined, in writing pursuant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii), that filtration is required. A public water system that uses
a ground water source under the direct influence of surface water must meet all of the conditions of paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section and is subject to paragraph (c) of this section, beginning 18 months after the State
determines that it is under the direct influence of surface water, or December 30, 1991, whichever is later, unless
the State has determined, in writing pursuant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii), that filtration is required. If the State
determines in writing pursuant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii) before December 30, 1991, that filtration is required, the
system must have installed filtration and meet the criteria for filtered systems specified in §§ 141.72(b) and
141.73 by June 29, 1993. Within 18 months of the failure of a system using surface water or a ground water source
under the direct influence of surface water to meet any one of the requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
section or after June 29, 1993, whichever is later, the system must have installed filtration and meet the criteria
for filtered systems specified in §§ 141.72(b) and 141.73.

(a) Source water quality conditions. (1) The fecal coliform concentration must be equal to or less than 20/100 ml,
or the total coliform concentration must be equal to or less than 100/100 ml (measured as specified in §
141.74 (a) (1) and (2) and (b)(1)), in representative samples of the source water immediately prior to the
first or only point of disinfectant application in at least 90 percent of the measurements made for the 6
previous months that the system served water to the public on an ongoing basis. If a system measures both
fecal and total coliforms, the fecal coliform criterion, but not the total coliform criterion, in this paragraph
must be met.
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