
40 C.F.R. § 141.63
Maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) for microbiological
contaminants.

(a) Until March 31, 2016, the total coliform MCL is based on the presence or absence of total coliforms in a
sample, rather than coliform density.

(1) For a system that collects at least 40 samples per month, if no more than 5.0 percent of the samples
collected during a month are total coliform-positive, the system is in compliance with the MCL for total
coliforms.

(2) For a system that collects fewer than 40 samples per month, if no more than one sample collected during a
month is total coliform-positive, the system is in compliance with the MCL for total coliforms.

(b) Until March 31, 2016, any fecal coliform-positive repeat sample or E. coli-positive repeat sample, or any
total coliform-positive repeat sample following a fecal coliform-positive or E. coli-positive routine sample,
constitutes a violation of the MCL for total coliforms. For purposes of the public notification requirements
in subpart Q of this part, this is a violation that may pose an acute risk to health.
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