
40 C.F.R. § 131.11
Criteria.

(a) Inclusion of pollutants: (1) States must adopt those water quality criteria that protect the designated use.
Such criteria must be based on sound scientific rationale and must contain sufficient parameters or
constituents to protect the designated use. For waters with multiple use designations, the criteria shall
support the most sensitive use.

(2) Toxic pollutants. States must review water quality data and information on discharges to identify specific
water bodies where toxic pollutants may be adversely affecting water quality or the attainment of the
designated water use or where the levels of toxic pollutants are at a level to warrant concern and must adopt
criteria for such toxic pollutants applicable to the water body sufficient to protect the designated use. Where a
State adopts narrative criteria for toxic pollutants to protect designated uses, the State must provide
information identifying the method by which the State intends to regulate point source discharges of toxic
pollutants on water quality limited segments based on such narrative criteria. Such information may be
included as part of the standards or may be included in documents generated by the State in response to the
Water Quality Planning and Management Regulations (40 CFR part 130).
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