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40 C.F.R. §131.10

Designation of uses.

(a) Each State must specify appropriate water uses to be achieved and protected. The classification of the
waters of the State must take into consideration the use and value of water for public water supplies,
protection and propagation of fish, shellfish and wildlife, recreation in and on the water, agricultural,
industrial, and other purposes including navigation. If adopting new or revised designated uses other than
the uses specified in section 101(a)(2) of the Act, or removing designated uses, States must submit
documentation justifying how their consideration of the use and value of water for those uses listed in this
paragraph appropriately supports the State's action. A use attainability analysis may be used to satisfy this
requirement. In no case shall a State adopt waste transport or waste assimilation as a designated use for
any waters of the United States.

(b) In designating uses of a water body and the appropriate criteria for those uses, the State shall take into
consideration the water quality standards of downstream waters and shall ensure that its water quality

standards provide for the attainment and maintenance of the water quality standards of downstream
waters.
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