
40 C.F.R. § 130.8
Water quality report.

(a) Each State shall prepare and submit biennially to the Regional Administrator a water quality report in
accordance with section 305(b) of the Act. The water quality report serves as the primary assessment of
State water quality. Based upon the water quality data and problems identified in the 305(b) report, States
develop water quality management (WQM) plan elements to help direct all subsequent control activities.
Water quality problems identified in the 305(b) report should be analyzed through water quality
management planning leading to the development of alternative controls and procedures for problems
identified in the latest 305(b) report. States may also use the 305(b) report to describe ground-water
quality and to guide development of ground-water plans and programs. Water quality problems identified
in the 305(b) report should be emphasized and reflected in the State's WQM plan and annual work program
under sections 106 and 205(j) of the Clean Water Act.
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