
40 C.F.R. § 130.6
Water quality management plans.

(a) Water quality management (WQM) plans. WQM plans consist of initial plans produced in accordance with
sections 208 and 303(e) of the Act and certified and approved updates to those plans. Continuing water
quality planning shall be based upon WQM plans and water quality problems identified in the latest 305(b)
reports. State water quality planning should focus annually on priority issues and geographic areas and on
the development of water quality controls leading to implementation measures. Water quality planning
directed at the removal of conditions placed on previously certified and approved WQM plans should focus
on removal of conditions which will lead to control decisions.

(b) Use of WQM plans. WQM plans are used to direct implementation. WQM plans draw upon the water quality
assessments to identify priority point and nonpoint water quality problems, consider alternative solutions
and recommend control measures, including the financial and institutional measures necessary for
implementing recommended solutions. State annual work programs shall be based upon the priority issues
identified in the State WQM plan.

(c) WQM plan elements. Sections 205(j), 208 and 303 of the Act specify water quality planning requirements.
The following plan elements shall be included in the WQM plan or referenced as part of the WQM plan if
contained in separate documents when they are needed to address water quality problems.

(1) Total maximum daily loads. TMDLs in accordance with sections 303(d) and (e)(3)(C) of the Act and § 130.7 of
this part.

(2) Effluent limitations. Effluent limitations including water quality based effluent limitations and schedules of
compliance in accordance with section 303(e)(3)(A) of the Act and § 130.5 of this part.

(3) Municipal and industrial waste treatment. Identification of anticipated municipal and industrial waste
treatment works, including facilities for treatment of stormwater-induced combined sewer overflows;
programs to provide necessary financial arrangements for such works; establishment of construction
priorities and schedules for initiation and completion of such treatment works including an identification of
open space and recreation opportunities from improved water quality in accordance with section 208(b)(2) (A)
and (B) of the Act.
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