
40 C.F.R. § 130.3
Water quality standards.

A water quality standard (WQS) defines the water quality goals of a water body, or portion thereof, by designating
the use or uses to be made of the water and by setting criteria necessary to protect the uses. States and EPA adopt
WQS to protect public health or welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the purposes of the Clean Water
Act (CWA). Serve the purposes of Act (as defined in sections 101(a)(2) and 303(c) of the Act) means that WQS
should, wherever attainable, provide water quality for the protection and propagation of fish, shellfish and
wildlife and for recreation in and on the water and take into consideration their use and value for public water
supplies, propagation of fish, shellfish, wildlife, recreation in and on the water, and agricultural, industrial and
other purposes including navigation.
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