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Scope, purpose, and availability of documents.

(a) This part constitutes the Water Quality Guidance for the Great Lakes System (Guidance) required by
section 118(c)(2) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) as amended by the Great Lakes Critical
Programs Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101-596, 104 Stat. 3000 et seq.). The Guidance in this part identifies
minimum water quality standards, antidegradation policies, and implementation procedures for the Great
Lakes System to protect human health, aquatic life, and wildlife.

(b) The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Great Lakes States, and Great Lakes Tribes will use the
Guidance in this part to evaluate the water quality programs of the States and Tribes to assure that they are
protective of water quality. State and Tribal programs do not need to be identical to the Guidance in this
part, but must contain provisions that are consistent with (as protective as) the Guidance in this part. The
scientific, policy and legal basis for EPA's development of each section of the final Guidance in this part is
set forth in the preamble, Supplementary Information Document, Technical Support Documents, and other
supporting documents in the public docket. EPA will follow the guidance set out in these documents in
reviewing the State and Tribal water quality programs in the Great Lakes for consistency with this part.
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