
40 C.F.R. § 130.0
Program summary and purpose.

(a) This subpart establishes policies and program requirements for water quality planning, management and
implementation under sections 106, 205(j), non-construction management 205(g), 208, 303 and 305 of the
Clean Water Act. The Water Quality Management (WQM) process described in the Act and in this regulation
provides the authority for a consistent national approach for maintaining, improving and protecting water
quality while allowing States to implement the most effective individual programs. The process is
implemented jointly by EPA, the States, interstate agencies, and areawide, local and regional planning
organizations. This regulation explains the requirements of the Act, describes the relationships between
the several components of the WQM process and outlines the roles of the major participants in the process.
The components of the WQM process are discussed below.
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