
40 C.F.R. § 125.83
What special definitions apply to this subpart?

The following special definitions apply to this subpart:

Annual mean flow means the average of daily flows over a calendar year. Historical data (up to 10 years) must be
used where available.

Closed-cycle recirculating system means a system designed, using minimized makeup and blowdown flows, to
withdraw water from a natural or other water source to support contact and/or noncontact cooling uses within a
facility. The water is usually sent to a cooling canal or channel, lake, pond, or tower to allow waste heat to be
dissipated to the atmosphere and then is returned to the system. (Some facilities divert the waste heat to other
process operations.) New source water (make-up water) is added to the system to replenish losses that have
occurred due to blowdown, drift, and evaporation.

Cooling water means water used for contact or noncontact cooling, including water used for equipment cooling,
evaporative cooling tower makeup, and dilution of effluent heat content. The intended use of the cooling water is
to absorb waste heat rejected from the process or processes used, or from auxiliary operations on the facility's
premises. Cooling water that is used in a manufacturing process either before or after it is used for cooling is
considered process water for the purposes of calculating the percentage of a new facility's intake flow that is used
for cooling purposes in § 125.81(c).

Cooling water intake structure means the total physical structure and any associated constructed waterways used
to withdraw cooling water from waters of the U.S. The cooling water intake structure extends from the point at
which water is withdrawn from the surface water source up to, and including, the intake pumps.
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