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40 C.F.R. §124.66

Special gro dures for decisions on thermal variances under
section 162:0?).

(a) The only issues connected with issuance of a particular permit on which EPA will make a final Agency
decision before the final permit is issued under §8§8 124.15 and 124.60 are whether alternative effluent
limitations would be justified under CWA section 316(a) and whether cooling water intake structures will
use the best available technology under section 316(b). Permit applicants who wish an early decision on
these issues should request it and furnish supporting reasons at the time their permit applications are filed
under § 122.21. The Regional Administrator will then decide whether or not to make an early decision. If it
is granted, both the early decision on CWA section 316 (a) or (b) issues and the grant of the balance of the
permit shall be considered permit issuance under these regulations, and shall be subject to the same
requirements of public notice and comment and the same opportunity for an appeal under § 124.19.
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