
40 C.F.R. § 122.3
Exclusions.

The following discharges do not require NPDES permits:

(a) Any discharge of sewage from vessels, effluent from properly functioning marine engines, laundry,
shower, and galley sink wastes, or any other discharge incidental to the normal operation of a vessel. This
exclusion does not apply to rubbish, trash, garbage, or other such materials discharged overboard; nor to
other discharges when the vessel is operating in a capacity other than as a means of transportation such as
when used as an energy or mining facility, a storage facility or a seafood processing facility, or when
secured to a storage facility or a seafood processing facility, or when secured to the bed of the ocean,
contiguous zone or waters of the United States for the purpose of mineral or oil exploration or
development.
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