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40 C.F.R. §1065.190

PM-stabilization and weighing environments for gravimetric
analysis.

(a) This section describes the two environments required to stabilize and weigh PM for gravimetric analysis:
the PM stabilization environment, where filters are stored before weighing; and the weighing
environment, where the balance is located. The two environments may share a common space. These
volumes may be one or more rooms, or they may be much smaller, such as a glove box or an automated
weighing system consisting of one or more countertop-sized environments.

(b) We recommend that you keep both the stabilization and the weighing environments free of ambient
contaminants, such as dust, aerosols, or semi-volatile material that could contaminate PM samples. We
recommend that these environments conform with an “as-built” Class Six clean room specification
according to ISO 14644 —1 (incorporated by reference in § 1065.1010); however, we also recommend that
you deviate from ISO 14644 —1 as necessary to minimize air motion that might affect weighing. We
recommend maximum air-supply and air-return velocities of 0.05 m/s in the weighing environment.

(c) Verify the cleanliness of the PM-stabilization environment using reference filters, as described in §
1065.390(d).
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