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40 C.F.R. § 51.365

Data collection.

Accurate data collection is essential to the management, evaluation, and enforcement of an I/M program. The
program shall gather test data on individual vehicles, as well as quality control data on test equipment (with the
exception of test procedures for which either no testing equipment is required or those test procedures relying
upon a vehicle's OBD system).

(a) Test data. The goal of gathering test data is to unambiguously link specific test results to a specific vehicle,
I/M program registrant, test site, and inspector, and to determine whether or not the correct testing
parameters were observed for the specific vehicle in question. In turn, these data can be used to distinguish
complying and noncomplying vehicles as a result of analyzing the data collected and comparing it to the
registration database, to screen inspection stations and inspectors for investigation as to possible
irregularities, and to help establish the overall effectiveness of the program. At a minimum, the program
shall collect the following with respect to each test conducted:
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