
40 C.F.R. § 51.353
Network type and program evaluation.

Basic and enhanced I/M programs can be centralized, decentralized, or a hybrid of the two at the State's
discretion, but shall be demonstrated to achieve the same (or better) level of emission reduction as the applicable
performance standard described in either § 51.351 or 51.352 of this subpart. For decentralized programs other
than those meeting the design characteristics described in paragraph (a) of this section, the State must
demonstrate that the program is achieving the level of effectiveness claimed in the plan within 12 months of the
plan's final conditional approval before EPA can convert that approval to a final full approval. The adequacy of
these demonstrations will be judged by the Administrator on a case-by-case basis through notice-and-comment
rulemaking.

(a) Presumptive equivalency. A decentralized network consisting of stations that only perform official I/M
testing (which may include safety-related inspections) and in which owners and employees of those
stations, or companies owning those stations, are contractually or legally barred from engaging in motor
vehicle repair or service, motor vehicle parts sales, and motor vehicle sale and leasing, either directly or
indirectly, and are barred from referring vehicle owners to particular providers of motor vehicle repair
services (except as provided in § 51.369(b)(1) of this subpart) shall be considered presumptively equivalent
to a centralized, test-only system including comparable test elements. States may allow such stations to
engage in the full range of sales not covered by the above prohibition, including self-serve gasoline, pre-
packaged oil, or other, non-automotive, convenience store items. At the State's discretion, such stations
may also fulfill other functions typically carried out by the State such as renewal of vehicle registration and
driver's licenses, or tax and fee collections.
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